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ABSTRACT
The wild barley (Hordeum spontaneum) plays a crucial role in enhancing drought

resistance in cultivated barley varieties. The genetic diversity of wild barley genotypes in
Iran indicates their superiority in drought tolerance and agronomic traits. Proteomic studies
help identify key pathways involved in plant stress responses and facilitate the
development of drought-resistant cultivars. In this research, based on the grain yield data of
114 wild barley genotypes under both rainfed and irrigated conditions over two agricultural
years (2019-2020 and 2020-2021) and using the STS index, drought-resistant and sensitive
genotypes were identified. The experiment was conducted under two conditions: absence
of drought stress and severe drought stress, with various genotypes examined. After
seedling growth, drought stress was applied at the two-leaf stage, based on soil field
capacity (FC), at two levels: 90-95% and 25-30% of field capacity. Following protein
extraction, IPG strips with pH 3-10 and 13 cm in length were used for the first dimension,
while 14% polyacrylamide gel was used for the second dimension. Results from two-
dimensional electrophoresis showed that 224 protein spots were reproducible. In the
drought-resistant genotype, 32 spots and in the sensitive genotype, 29 spots exhibited
significant changes. The resistant genotype had 22 spots with increased expression and 10
with decreased expression, while the sensitive genotype had 16 spots with increased
expression and 13 with decreased expression. Eight spots showed shared expression. These
results indicate that various proteins are differentially expressed in response to drought
stress in resistant and sensitive genotypes, highlighting the diverse strategies of plants in
coping with environmental stresses.
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Figure 2. Percentage of proteins with significant changes based on their role and action. A: Resistant
genotype and B: Sensitive genotype
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Table 3. Proteins with significant changes in the resistant genotype

Match ID  pl MW Name QOrganism Function

861 5900 80.860 Melanoma-associated antigen p97 Gallus gallus Stress response
276* 6.960 37.754 Glyoxysomal malate dehydrogenase Zea mays Metabolic

965 6.300 25.100 Ribulosebisphosphate carboxylase large chain (RuBisCO large subunit) Welwitschia mirabilis ~ Photosynthesis
204* 8.700 44.000 Thioredoxin M-type, chloroplast precursor (Trx-M) Spinacia oleracea Metabolism

170 6.010 53.979 ATP synthase subunit alpha Secale strictum Metabolic

649 7.000 21.000 Alternative oxidase Triticum aestivum Photosynthesis
405* 6.670 36.605 cytosolic glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase Pisum sativum Glycolytic process
401 5.710  35.765 Stress-responsive protein Zea mays Stress response
717* 6.400 31.000 Ribulosebisphosphate carboxylase large chain precursor Pisum sativum Photosynthesis
227* 4.500 31.900 Cp31AHv protein Hordeum vulgare Transcription
233* 8.000 41.800 Ribulose bisphosphate carboxylase/oxygenase activase, chloroplast precursor Hordeum vulgare Photosynthesis

52 7.200 53.000 Putative dihyrolipoamide Dehydrogenase Oryza sativa Metabolic

42 6.880 83.000 Ribulosel ,5 biphosphate carboxylase /oxygenase Hordeum vulgare Photosynthesis

625 5400 21.400 Elongation factor G

916 6.000 18.500 Pyruvate, phosphate dikinase 1, chloroplastic
661 5.500 23.300 Adenosylhomocysteinase

642 6.800 18.000 chloroplast-localized cyclophilin

712 4.600 26.100 Proteasome subunit alpha type 5

T11* 6.300 26.500 Dehydroascorbate reductase (DHAR)- Oxidoreductase

600 7.700 28.600 Thylakoid lumenal 29.8 kDa protein

146 5.100 53.500 ATP synthase beta subunit

251 4.650 334.48 Chitinase class I

132* 4350 40.000 putative cytochrome ¢ oxidase subunti 6b-1
961 5200 28.100 LHCI

699 6.700 22.000 Thaumatin-like protein

266 7.000 48.300 Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase, cytosolic

131 8290 62.179 Chloroplastic leucine aminopeptidase
662 7428 25.000 type homeodomain protein — 1BE
912 5.500 15.100 Transketolase, chloroplast

700 7.850 20.000 High-affinity phosphate transporter PT1- transmembrane

650 6.900 24.000 Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase

Arabidopsis thaliana ~ Amino-acid biosynthesis

Oryza sativa Photosynthesis
Nicotiana tabacum Amino-acid biosynthesis
Triticum aestivum Metabolic

Glycine max Metabolic

Triticum aestivum Stress response
Ricinus communis photosynthesis
Catabrosa aquatica Energy

Triticum aestivum Metabolic

Oryza sativa Photosynthesis
Hurdeom vulgare Photosynthesis
Triticum aestivum Metabolic

Zea mays Stress response
Oryza sativa Photosynthesis
Arabidopsis thaliana  Stress response
Zea mays Photosynthesis
Medicago sativa Photosynthesis

Triticum aestivum Stress response

*: Common proteins in resistant and sensitive genotypes
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Table 4. Proteins with significant changes in sensitive genotype

Af

MatchID _ pl MW _ Name Organism Function
159 7430 55.900 Glucose-6-phosphate 1-dehydrogenase, cytoplasmic isoform 1- Oxidoreductase Oryza sativa Biosynthesis
135 6.9 642 Elongation factor EF-G Brassica napus Metabolic
405* 6.670 36.605 cytosolic glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase Pisum sativum Glycolytic process
T17* 6.6  52.73 Ribulosebisphosphate carboxylase large chain precursor Pisum sativum Photosynthesis
826 5.6 19 FTSHI (FtsH protease 1); ATP-dependent peptidase/ATPase/ metallopeptidase Arabidopsis thaliana ~ Stress response
136 6.200 53.400 Ribulose-1,5-bisphosphate Oryza sativa Photorespiration
204* 8.7 44 Thioredoxin M-type, chloroplast precursor (Trx-M) Spinacia oleracea Metabolism
688 7.890 25.000 Manganese superoxide dismutase- Oxidoreductase Zea mays response to xenobiotic
233* 8 41.8  Ribulose bisphosphate carboxylase/oxygenase activase, chloroplast precursor Hordeum vulgare Photosynthesis
694 742 36.500 G protein beta-subunit-like protein Arabidopsis thaliana ~ Defense
195 7.720 48.500 Putative fructose 1-,6 biphosphate aldolase Arabidopsis thaliana ~ Carbohydrate metabolism
733 6.300 25.000 Oxygen-evolving enhancer protein 2, chloroplast Arabidopsis thaliana  Photosynthetic
553 7.700 29.800 Probable glutathione S-transferase DHAR2, chloroplastic Oryza sativa Metabolism
798 53 293 Glutathione S-transferase 1 Triticum aestivum Stress response
176 6.300 55.000 Adenosyl homocysteinasel NP Lupinus luteus Metabolism
711* 6.3 25.000 Dehydroascorbate reductase (DHAR)- Oxidoreductase Triticum aestivum Stress response
267 9.700 39.200 Enoyl-[acyl-carrier-protein] reductase [NADH] 2, chloroplastic Oryza sativa subsp Biosynthetic
227* 4.500 31.900 Cp31AHv protein Hordeum vulgare Transcription
346 6.040 39.500 putativ fructose 1,6 by phpsphat carbohydrat metabolism aldolas Solanum lycopersicum ~ Metabolism
276* 6.854 40.000 Glyoxysomal malate dehydrogenase Zea mays Metabolism
132* 4.350 40.000 putative cytochrome c oxidase subunti 6b-1 Oryza sativa Photosynthesis
437 6.2 43 Sedoheptulose-1,7-bisphosphatase Triticum aestivum Photosynthesis
888 5.7 15 Rubisco small subunit Triticum aestivum Drought responsive
113 7.640 33.733 Triosephosphate isomerase, chloroplastic Fragaria ananassa Metabolism
85 5.830 92.863 Sucrose synthase Triticum aestivum Metabolism
835 4.6 18.8  Type I chlorophyll a/b-binding protein b Amaranthus tricolor Photosynthesis
418 5.900 28.000 Ribulose bisphosphate carboxylase small chain Nicotiana tabacum Photorespiration
427 6.600 28.000 Oxygen- evolving enhancer protein Zea mays Photosynthetic
376 6.800 32.600 ATP-dependent Clp protease proteolytic subunit Oryza sativa subsp Metabolism

*: Common proteins in resistant and sensitive genotypes
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