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Abstract

Tall fescue (Festuca arundinacea) from Poaceae family is
an aloehexaploid (2n = 6x = 42) and cross pollinated plant
that is used throughout the world as a forage plant. Most of
economically important morphological traits have
quantitative (polygenic) inheritance, and the expression of
genes controlling these traits are widely influenced by the
environment. So improving these traits with classical
breeding methods is difficult and time consuming. In the
last 40 years, the development of molecular markers
technology and its integration with biometric methods has
made possible identification of QTL and developing
marker assisted selection. This research was aimed to
study the genetic control and identification of genomic
regions controlling agro-morphological traits in tall fescue
germplasm using association analysis approach. In the
molecular experiment, the genetic diversity of ninety tall
fescue populations was assessed by 10 EST-SSR and 39
ISSR primers. In the phenotypic assessment, the
phenotypic variability of ninety tall fescue populations for
10 agro-biological traits was assessed using randomized
complete block design with three replications. Among
studied agro-biological traits, the highest variation was
observed for plant height and date to pollination. In
principal component analysis based on agro-biological
traits the studied tall fescue population subdivided into two
main groups and four subgroups. In grouping population
based on all studied molecular markers via UPGMA and
Bayesian methods, the population divided into two main
groups including grass and forage groups. The results
showed that based on both morphological and molecular
markers there are valuable genetic diversity among studied
population. In association analysis with both GLM and
MLM methods the highest number of markers was
identified for data to pollination trait. In the GLM method,
some common markers were identified for date to
pollination and flowering date traits that could be used to
study both traits simultaneously.
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2 b Glbles )i Sy el Sy Job alleolias agy b abgle S 5y ab iy Spdd iepli kb

Cume> 89 374.908" 30.329°  1386.928" 60.423° 2931.377° 739.734" 2014293 1745575  397.502" 150.960
s 2 1271.786° 125.813° 2234.851" 132.559" 5076.938" 610.37" 196.112™ 252.2552" 2151.602" 102.131"
s 178 27.219 6.337 239.456 24.456 400562  23.088  160.211  109.928 56.332  83.089
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(o) >G5, 63.33-40 52.21 135 576-17.5 13.75 432
(s)) SLidl o35 b 35, 79.54-4222  73.24 15.27 6.71-21.36 18.60 5.35
(o 8lo) oy gls))  143.33-92.89  124.71 16.45 7.24-21.31 16.72 4.89
(o 5lo) Uy Jb  33.28-1511 2157 11.70 8.24-19.32 12.45 991
4Blw ol 175.50-166.90 1715 13.81 8.25-18.30 14.89 6.39
(o 5ls) isl ks 55.78-31.89 4361 8.92 1.39-11.39 10.31 311
(o obo) 4t s 34.39-24.16  26.11 10.14 2.37-125 9.25 3.79
(2o (sBlw) Sy Jsbo 45-17.44 35.14 7.15 7.16-17.22 135 10.28
(p5) &b Sks  61.89-10 31.63 3.14 4.71-11.75 9.68 6.39
(p5) 4ol 3,8ke  365-705 175 115 6.35-16.63 12.48 10.88

CV: Coefficient of variation

SHED Lol pudygo by oS ises (sl
Baws el oas o3y lis 3 JSs > NFA012
4 o addlls 350 slo Silts laplSe (sl
2S5 skl ojlul g 9/2 W Sle L g 13 1
<S5l g b cas 700 B 50 0 ord
NFA065 (NFA040 (NFAO037 NFA012
S5 se sy so NFALL3 4 NFAO7L
NFAL08 boSjll a5 Jboy wob ol
IS5ty e cpyieS NFAL40 5 NFA138
94 Jodo) ol i aopn TS L plp b 5l a8
S s K 00y 9076 IS 5 (3 U
Al s

cwiyga 1901 6 1/392 auls 3 j5e sl
5 onlie NFAL40 § NFAO12 s 55 ol
» 01228 0 HPIC) LIS s> leMbl 5o
NFAOI2 oo ,» 0/961 & NFAOTL ..
0l dbow] M Wlgy o yadls pl &S gy pusie
g bl ol b1y lacuaen o 0 S5l abug,
A ol byl Gglyd

1. Polymorphism Information Content

Jol hol adlze 5 ¢ Lol (sloadlye 4 425

opl 9 &S W3ge A |y Lol Luibylg asys SO
alye o 2oy 39 (PCAL) Jo Lo adle b
asg |y JS wib)ly sy 11 (PCA2) pg> Lol
il (ololy (g 99 Jged (2 JS5) oS
b ol sloailio 4 40255 1 Lo pg> 5 J5) Lo
A old L5):3515)‘1).;1 u_cb)‘ Slaw u.olo}' 51 ool
Slasio 93 3 1) Wbl (GeSud Cuner 395 z9d9
daie Jor 5 ol slaog,S srmoolis o L
SoSud Cglaio (slaog)S y 5 oniad lis oS allus
adlye 90 lawgl ol Ayl Olyusd dopd (line
aop e ol bl el ul b ped 5 Jol
g ol 039y SIS Luns i) SuSE (glyy s
05,5 b (oo5 b Uil slaadlie 4 4358 b

cudls (o) S A Sl by sai

Sl 1 sl b (S5 g9 owy e
EST-SSR 4 ISSR JsXJse

92 94> EST-SSR )f)'LéT cas 10 51 oozl L
Ab oleld Wbl gaSid e 90 » JJI



e Sy b ol Slio blojl 4 jos 9 (Se85 £95 (o0 i) g 03lj0led

3
10
9 13 156
8 11
21 TR 8 7
2, zs6 4 » il F 6885‘
1 #
T 2 23 794 i
. o %
~ 0 7
© 6%3 o
2 @ o
% 6L 6
C-1 r
o~ 27 5 29 [ X}
2 -2 3 B . H
: 3 z 53 i
-3 4 33
P 5 57
35 34 2 [ J
41
_4 i 43 373 " 4 49
s % A |8
o 48
-5 |
T T T T
-5.0 -2.5 0.0 2.5 5.0
PCA1 (39%)

(Festuca arundinacea) ubl (coud Caxes 39 ) )5 Olas wloly Lol adlie & 4555 2 IS

5L 387 ISSR 551 39 ) eslizal L bl
335 gl e ) & 1 ool meyes LB
orig slasil aoy 86/6 Sjlea L il
st ygo s SoNI iged sl g Siy5e Sk
o o3l oyl 3 UK 0 ISSR32 ,55el b ol 3l
o 52T (el o ololid (sl Solis olass .l
Jpis) 39 505 9192 S 5 1456
2l Sk Sl e oSk (4
sl wop e 86 s Skl
100 b ISSR14 ,Silis (5 50 ey b0,
SSR10 JSSR4 ISSR1 la,Silis sl
ASSR20 JASSR18 JASSR17 (SSR16
Sy ISSR32 4 ISSR28 JISSR27 JISSR26
oa3ls (He) jlasl 3y00 (S9Sjgpe (ke
2 ot (Ne) 50 1 o 5 (1) ol e
ol osal 4 Joas » ISSR [ Silis 39 51 K
ISSR39 ;5 1/16 ;e 40 50 W 3lass oy e
b oanlia 211 J3me 4 ISSR32 )3 iyt 5
0/120 51 (1) gols cleMbl jadls awl

PIC i aslone sl (ilie sl Jge)8
ol e ayl3dle 5 S g ol osd )] b Sl
oo 1y ol lBle s (350 5 015 6 jho (lo |,
Slp adlas () > 08 o Al SO U yao
A edlal GenAlex yl58ls 5l PIC polde oy
ol sloialy 53 o Jgo s bl il ol &5
S b ho o o |y PIC jlude conl odel l38lp )5
alie aul (Pagnotta, 2018) uisS' o ausbxe
Avval et al., 2017; ) ols)ls » do @mls
(Zhang et al., 2019; Ferreira et al., 2018
03l lise b e 015 51 Liw PIC sae 35
07395 51 (gt 2090 Cuma 90 (sl (il
oSke L (NFA103) 0/538 & (NFA108)
o P SN Ol wen g 01460
&S ol i adles 5y90 EST-SSR (4laSe
Sl 3 asle ol glie ke (pyieS
bgspe o) cpyiin 9 01228 )50 4 NFAL40
24 07368 L1y s NFADL2 55lel

CoSaud Curer 90 g5 DNA iS5 )



(1-20) 1399 e ot 5 oz bz cpm 03k ot Jls (835 BLS (69l ) (gl - (ol Al 10

0955 25 9> Jolb &5 28,5 )3 (1) sl 09,5 5
o> Cares ol &S Sy g glate
18,5 58 sl 5 90 b () pod 095 o (San
(4 Jsa)

Glo Sl oles olulyy Camen J5Lo 4558
Al (95t Cumes 90 o5 B L adlao 390
Sl (308 9 oo ) 09)5 3 4 K=2 o
Slsle slacumer ol (juw S)) 09)5 (il 05
Jold (305 K5)) 9> 0955 9 oand 9 90%9)
U89y 2 e S D der laCurer
UPGMA sluly (sanvasss b sllee Bayesian
oolely Structure l38le 5 a4y bayye wis yo3Xl g
ba Sease ooy @ l) ol elos (S alold
2o & G (5558 3l So Sl S0
{5 JS2) 13l (saog)S (gl Cmar (slaz U

| e - ——— - - e e e - - - - -—

sy s (ISSR36) 1/216 b (ISSR13)
& PIC e cpiiw oy ISSR26 ,Silis
gy oS S Jop wn 1100 e
4 1SSR33 51 3 (PIC) Kb g, el
So0jerm pyieS b odalie 0/398
5 0/120 ;l5se 4 ISSR13 & bgyye sl 5,40
ISSR35 ,S5e1 5 1/465 ,ly ol i
Om 0 )Ll 3)50 (T 59 5 (56Sle A5 s lie
(4 Jgs) 1 5y41 0/4407 4, S5Lis 39
Foegome ploly bumes bl
EST-) adlles (pl o odlatwl 3)50 (s, S5l
5)Sls b oy 3§ odlizl L (ISSR 5 SSR
s b5 gl cdply plol UPGMA g, 5
N gdudiwd S 05,5 90 50 lures don oS

Sldole 10yd95 9 (oypd BCures (4 JS)

)f)'l.éT LPCR & bgpe sloJ5 A . o)y Cob (g9u5ud slocunes ) 901 33 DNA (g5, 5553955 g PCR aseis 3 s
(JsSlge 2513 b JoSlgn cjs 3kl i) DNA sy M NFAQL2 7L PCR & Ligyye sl Jj B ISSR32
ok 100



11

e Sy b ol Slio blojl 4 jos 9 (Se85 £95 (o0 i) g 03lj0led

;1 eslizl L (Festuca arundinacea) sl (soSus slacures 1 (K5 £95 3,91 slaasls g Jlgi ol 4 Jou

EST-SSR 4 ISSR (la Silis

Aoy

Sy
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(Tm,C) g . D S ol He Ne |
s dsss oot oo B N
5 TTGCCAGGAAATTTTGCTCT3’
NFAQ012 EST-SSR 3 ATGGTATTGGCAGCAAGAGGS 60 12 12 100 0961 0368 1.901 0.432
5’ GCATCGACCTACCCTGACTA3’
NFA037 EST-SSR 3 GTGTCCCTGGCGATCTTGS 62 12 12 100 0841 0361 1.630 0.601
5 TCATTGTGTTCGCTCTCCTG3”
NFA040 EST-SSR I CCTTCTTTGTCGCCATGGTAS 60 13 13 100 0615 0290 1.487 0.445
5 GGATGGATCCTCACAATGCT3’
NFA065 EST-SSR 3 CTCCTCCTCTCCTCCAGCTCS 64 9 9 100 0824 0271 1457 0.408
5 TCCTAAGCAGAGCTCGATCC3’
NFAO071 EST-SSR 3 GAGGTTGGCGAACTTCCTCS 62 7 7 100 0228 0344 1580 0.520
5"GCAAGACATCACATAGCTGTCG3”
NFA103 EST-SSR 3 CTCGTACCGCCCCACAAGS 62 11 9 81 0615 0291 1528 0.538
5"ATCAAACCCTGAGAAGCAAAACT
NFA108 EST-SSR 3 GTTCCGTCGCGTACATTCTTS 59 8 6 75 0518 0.269 1460 0.395
5 CTCGAAGTAGGCGGAGATGAC3’
NFA113 EST-SSR 3 AGTACGAGGAGGGGATGGAGATS 64 4 4 100 0.753 0329 1551 0.505
5"GCCTTGGAGAAGAATATCCACA3’
NFA138 EST-SSR I CAGTGGGGAATTGCAGATAGATS 61 12 9 75 0488 0271 1460 0.408
5 CTCACAAAGCATCAACCAAGTC3
NFA140 EST-SSR 3 GGAGTACCAGCAGTACCAGGACS 61 4 3 75 0416  0.228 1.392 0.453
ISSR1 ISSR  CACACACACACACACARG 52 11 11 100 0831 0290 1550 0411
ISSR2 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGSAGAYT 52 11 9 81 0416 0.220 1.380 0.333
ISSR3 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAI13GAYG 52 9 6 66 0641 0159 1.294 0.245
ISSR4 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAIGYC 52 8 8 100 0.91 0391 1.763 0.556
ISSR5 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGI13T 52 11 7 61 0611 0316 1.285 0.556
ISSR6 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAT 52 8 8 100 0516 0358 1.628 0.520
ISSR7 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAA 52 12 11 92 0722 0392 1740 0.557
ISSR8 ISSR CCCGTGTGTGTGTGTGT 52 8 7 87 0.453 0.357 1.628 0.520
ISSR9 ISSR  CACACACACACACACAA 52 13 12 92 0513 0387 1.679 0.550
ISSR10 ISSR  GTGTGTGTGTGTGTGTT 52 9 9 100 0844 0455 1.828 0.646
ISSR11 ISSR  TCTCTCTCTCTCTCTCC 52 13 7 54 0556 0.220 1.375 0.333
ISSR12 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGCC 52 11 4 36 0674 0238 1408 0.352
ISSR13 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGYA 52 10 5 50 0611 0120 1192 0.186
ISSR14 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGYA 52 8 4 50 0913 0355 1.618 0.519
ISSR15 ISSR  ACACACACACACACACYT 52 13 8 61 0843 0309 160 0437
ISSR16 ISSR  ACACACACACACACACYA 52 9 9 100 1.02 0275 1534 0.389
ISSR17 ISSR  ACACACACACACACACYT 52 13 13 100 0415 0369 1915 0517
ISSR18 ISSR  ACACACACACACACACYG 52 8 8 100 0568 0243 1360 0.324
ISSR19 ISSR  GGAGAGGAGAGGAGA 52 13 12 92 0642 0304 1538 0.445
ISSR20 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAGARC 52 12 12 100 0591 0296 1.621 0.365
ISSR21 ISSR  GGGGTGGGGTGGGGT 52 11 10 91 0712 0155 1.277 0.224
ISSR22 ISSR  A10CACACACACACACACGCT 52 11 7 64 0.398 0430 1775 0.619
ISSR23 ISSR  ACACACACACACACAC 52 10 8 80 0415 0332 1.604 0.480
ISSR24 ISSR  ACACACACACACACACTG 52 12 11 91 0.744 0305 1576 0.432
ISSR25 ISSR  TCCTCCTCCTCCTCCTG 52 11 11 100 0.754 0227 1401 0.330
ISSR26 ISSR  ACACACACA12CACACACGT 52 9 9 100 1.10 0.223 1319 0.341
ISSR27 ISSR  AGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGTC 52 11 11 100 0415 0327 1591 0.375
ISSR28 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGCC 52 14 9 64 0914 0371 1.698 0.525
ISSR29 ISSR  ACTACGACTTGTGTGTGTGTGTG 52 8 7 87 0.754 0158 1.285 0.279
ISSR30 ISSR  ACTCGTACTAGAGAGAGAGAGA 52 9 8 89 0615 0285 1502 0.401
ISSR31 ISSR  CGTAGTCGTCACACACACACACA 52 9 8 89 0611 0399 1.872 0570
ISSR32 ISSR  AGT CGT AGT ACACACACACACAC 52 9 9 100 0622 1117 2100 0.514
ISSR33 ISSR  GAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAGAC 52 7 6 86 0321 0.781 1.420 0.338
ISSR34 ISSR  CTCTCTCTCTCTCTCTCTG 54 8 8 100 0.621 111 1541 0.425
ISSR35 ISSR  CACCACCACCACCACCACCACG 54 12 8 66 0415 1465 1.735 0.595
ISSR36 ISSR  GTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGC 56 12 8 67 0356 1216 1570 0.470
ISSR37 ISSR  CACACACACACACACACACAG 56 8 7 87 0415 0411 1279 0.327
ISSR38 ISSR CACCACCACCACCACCACCACT 54 8 8 100 0.714 0980 1.778 0.625
ISSR39 ISSR  GTCACCACCACCACCACCACCAC 55 7 6 86 0515 0.836 1160 0.341

Tm: Temperature

melting, PPB: Percentage of polymorphic bands, PIC: Polymorphism information content,
heterozygosity, Ne: Effective nimber of allele, I: Shannon diversity index. ISSR: Intersimple sequence repeat, EST-SSR: Expressed
sequence tag-simple sequence repeats.

He: Expected
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ISSR32 4 ISSR28 ,SiLis b lagye Ko 95 oy
Sls Jdsas MLM 5 K6 slass 09 ol g
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&3 oo 156 BLM g, b (bls)l 455 5
0/05 Jkos! aw » cho can b b
@3 Sy moal g & S olulid
(5 Jsia) il i cin 5y oS 46
bogs (RY) ke ouigd Clpsds diald s
S 5y iz 0208 b 0/083 j LQTL
9 25 Zu )l Glas 4 bgspe K6 dlas oy i
S By 95 oe 20 b Sladles S Fyb
(oo 1) SOy Jobo cdio (sl o0 sl
187 297 laplSe (5 Jois) a5 ololis
58 4237 70 109 206 110 37 (197
SLidld)S )b g (25 F)b Cdo 9 o
Cho 93 cpl o 3 ol 4l 5 Lo S e

slosls jl eslizwl L (Festuca arundinacea) sibl (sguSud slacures d (oly; Slaw lp bls)l 4506 ks .5 Jgis

. o o . S)siae gaw 2 .. el nn . S sine gaw 2
e Rl b (P-value) R e B (P-value)
ISSR12 110 0.000103 0.092 ISSR7 58 0.000103 0.109
ISSR23 223 0.000102 0.105 ISSR12 110 0.000102 0.109
ISSR16 146 0.000106 0.094 ISSR2 18 0.0000982 0.124
ISSR24 236 0.000102 0.096 ISSR12 109 0.0000785 0.129
ISSR8 70 0.000101 0.096 ISSR20 187 0.0000781 0.099
ISSR24 232 0.0000946 0.094 EST7 431 0.0000774 0.086
28 ol ISSR19 179 0.0000878 0.097 ISSR11 104 0.0000625 0.091
ISSR20 188 0.0000792 0.099 ISSR27 260 0.0000368 0.094
ISSR7 58 0.0000515 0.103 slidlod,S ISSR22 206 0.0000175 0.127
ISSR24 237 0.0000398 0.106 ISSR3 25 0.000015 0.086
ISSR22 206 0.0000374 0.107 ISSR5 37 0.0000144 0.089
ISSR12 109 0.0000332 0.108 ISSR17 152 0.00000897 0.083
ISSR16 140 0.0000229 0.112 ISSR31 297 0.00000429 0.101
ISSR31 297 0.0000845 0.122 ISSR8 70 0.00000258 0.096
ISSR27 260 0.00000692 0.125 ISSR21 197 0.000000365 0.111
ISSR20 187 0.0000035 0.099 ISSR20 187 0.000102 0.099
ISSR5 37 0.00000269 0.134 ISSR24 237 0.000101 0.106
ISSR2 18 0.00000111 0.110 ISSR31 298 0.0000102 0.101
ISSR21 197 0.000000015 0.177 ISSR39 372 0.000101 0.109
ISSR24 234 0.0001045 0.091 ISSR18 171 0.000103 0.105
ISl Jobo ISSR26 253 0.000101 0.090 ISSR22 212 0.000101 0.105
a8l sy ISSR3 25 0.0000407 0.173 &l 3, Slas ISSR27 269 0.0001026 0.152
ISSR31 300 0.00000544 0.208 ISSR24 237 0.0000827 0.128

R%: Coefficient of determination, P-value: Probability value, GLM: General linear model
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(MLM) byl s Jao bl EST-SSR 4 ISSR (¢la S5l

o b Sl oS9) (P-value) i, ixo gaw R?
ISSR28 271 0.000211 0.170
Sladlos 5 g, ISSR32 313 0.000540 0.146
EST1 381 0.00304 0.105
Sy Jsb ISSR18 166 0.000123 0.108
o5 Al ISSR39 367 0.00201 0.111
ISSR25 241 0.00214 0.113
ailus Sl ISSR4 31 0.00230 0.104
ISSR22 213 0.00471 0.095
Sl glis)| ISSR39 367 0.00304 0.104
LS s ISSR32 303 0.00413 0.094
§ EST4 403 0.00466 0.092
gl b ISSR7 50 0.00432 0.105
ISSR6 47 0.00499 0.093
Gy jlas ISSR8 67 0.00499 0.093
ISSR36 350 0.00499 0.093

0/05 Jlos! gdaws ,> (BONTEIToni) g iie guouas b Iy gxe sla,Slss

Slidles 3 g ISSR28 271 0.000211 0.170
ISSR32 313 0.000540 0.146

R?: Coefficient of determination, P-value: Probability value, MLM: Mixed linear model.
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