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Abstract oS>

e

Sesame (Sesamum indicum L.) is a nutritionally and
medicinally important oilseed crop that environmental
stresses limit its yield potential. Ethylene-responsive
factor (ERF) is one of the largest transcription factor
families that play key roles in regulating plant response
to abiotic stress. In the current study, a total of 113
ERF genes were identified from the sesame genome
and they were divided into two subfamilies including,
46 dehydration-responsive element-binding (DREB)
members, and 67 ERF members. Phylogenetic
relationships, physicochemical properties of proteins,
structural properties of genes, and conserved amino
acid motifs in the sesame ERF family were analyzed.
Then, the expression profile of sesame ERF genes in
various tissues as well as under environmental stresses
was investigated. Overall, several genes of the ERF
Family were expressed noticeably in different sesame
tissues, especially in roots, capsules, and flowers.
Expression profiles also showed that RAP2.2L, PTI6,
ERF017L, and ERF096 genes were strongly induced by
drought, osmotic, salinity, and waterlogging stresses,
respectively. Moreover, the gPCR results showed that
the relative expression of the ERFO61L gene was
higher in the sesame tolerant genotype compared to the
susceptible one under drought conditions. This study
provides important data for understanding the evolution
and functions of the ERF family in sesame that can be
used in future breeding programs for abiotic stresses
tolerance.
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105164148 A1 209 235 82 1.9 -0.69 60.4 | 105161950 A5 219 242 49 -7.1 -053 605
105158699 A1 178 195 86 2.2 -0.73  59.7 | 105173709 A5 224 247 45 -141 -065 584
105160523 A1 225 25 56 -39 -057 569 | 105164850 A5 255 281 51 -133 -0.83 572
105179256 A1 203 229 58 -38 -054 60 105173834 A5 193 20 4.8 -8 -0.28 40.1
105170225 A1 216 238 58 -46 -059 54.6 | 105175081 A5 169 186 7.9 1.2 -06 66.2
105170890 A1 219 245 54 6.7 -0.69 46.8 | 105155543 A5 149 166 94 6.2 -0.93  50.7
105160847 A2 375 409 53 -88 -0.68 46 105159140 A5 155 174 9.1 4 -0.88 64.4
105167013 A2 359 404 6.2 -43 -0.83 354 | 105176328 A5 121 134 81 0.9 -0.74  36.9
105159734 A2 288 326 58 -47 -083 613 | 105171187 A6 322 357 6.7 -0.7  -048 599
105166938 A2 199 222 84 1.8 -0.81 47 105176475 A6 369 407 6.2 -35 -0.62 682
105166097 A2 212 234 55 -31 -057 427 | 105177006 A6 343 379 56 -7.4  -0.63 447
105160869 A3 340 363 57 -47 -075 67.9 | 105158942 A6 330 36 6.3 -24 -059 539
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105174111 A4 202 219 53 -31 -036 49

105160522 A4 193 207 49 -89 -056 579
105157416 A4 233 257 6 -3.6  -0.62 69.3
105164147 A4 252 269 55 -75 -0.78 852
105177477 A4 174 194 57 -3 -0.74 618
105164366 A4 250 275 69 -04 -047 56

105170681 A4 286 304 6.1 -27 -0.62 446
105173325 A4 252 276 56 -74 -0.69 49

110012885 A4 182 204 66 -14 -067 593
105171657 A4 243 26 5 -7 -0.39 504
105164742 A4 244 263 52 69 -045 624
105164642 A4 225 242 52 69 -058 528
105157670 A4 215 234 59 -29 -049 551
105162060 A4 268 296 52 -106 -0.61 615
105173545 A4 243 268 55 -76 -0.6 497
105155381 A5 242 263 59 -28 -054 519
105159482 A5 237 26 55 -2.2 -0.5 65.9

105167362 A6 377 417 53 -6.8 -082 708
105158655 A6 347 384 9.2 9 -0.59 504
105172058 A6 419 462 7.3 0.6 -0.64 579
105158636 A6 297 323 9.1 5.2 -049 417
105179134 A6 284 315 87 4 -0.6 41

105175564 B1 233 253 102 9.1 -06 733
105178559 Bl 221 236 8.8 2 -0.57 459
105175563 B1 150 163 9.7 5 -045 50

105165367 B1 156 178 9.6 6.8 -0.77  53.7
105174898 Bl 235 259 7.1 0.1 -0.81 724
105176663 Bl 228 251 83 2 -0.85 69.4
105156779 B1 390 424 53 -78 -056 59.7
105168313 Bl 418 455 6 -3.6 -049 541
105171490 B1 342 377 53 -122 -0.68 527
105168692 Bl 531 593 4.9 -25  -0.85 532
105158338 B1 290 316 10 147 -054 55

105162917 B2 391 432 5 -12 -0.77 349
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105157874 B2 388 431 438 -14 -0.75 40.1 | 105171720 B3 134 151 9.2 3.9 -0.89 512
105163098 B2 251 282 7.8 11 -091 399 | 105171122 B4 377 41 52 -151 -063 50
105171556 B2 225 254 6.6 -08 -0.93 429 | 105179326 B4 417 45 8 15 -0.66 69.1
105164449 B3 239 262 8.7 2.1 -0.37 535 | 105158228 B4 263 29 9.2 4.9 -0.85 62.7
105160657 B3 240 26 58 -29 -0.38 558 | 105168482 B4 229 258 96 101 -0.84 60.2
105175593 B3 159 175 7.1 0.1 -0.6 523 | 105160386 B5 401 451 48 -208 -0.68 56.5
110012170 B3 144 158 8.1 1 -0.76  50.8 | 105166722 BS 372 414 47 -208 -0.71 487
105174107 B3 211 237 67 -06 -0.65 59 105158500 B5 329 35.9 5 99  -052 397
105174117 B3 187 21 66 -02 -056 58 105164024 B5 356 39 53 -69 -062 494
105174125 B3 191 213 64 -09 -055 615 | 105156389 B5 211 238 7.8 1 -0.82 489
105175644 B3 272 308 52 -88 -0.64 581 | 105174394 B5 321 36 53 -124 -064 379
105163586 B3 163 179 57 -3 -0.65 52.6 | 105173145 B5 315 354 6 -29  -0.72 484
105171718 B3 130 146 64 -1 -0.98 439 | 105163850 BS5 237 269 54 59 -075 584
105163587 B3 151 167 8.2 11 -0.85 485 | 105158389 B6 189 209 9.6 7.1 -0.69 63.6
105167788 B3 146 16.5 8 1 -0.77 721 | 105164694 B6 187 204 8.8 31 -0.56 658
105167789 B3 166 18.6 6 -28 -0.86 618 | 105164581 B6 207 231 89 42 -0.63 54
105167791 B3 151 17 79 0.9 -0.66 719 | 105164992 B6 178 20.1 8.8 3.3 -0.76 4538
105161291 B3 192 216 4.6 -131 -0.56 56.2 | 105158331 B6 171 195 83 2.3 -0.81 422
105163408 B3 255 283 57 -3 -0.73 713 | 105174306 B6 272 299 8.6 2.5 -0.72 55
105158452 B3 234 261 52 -51 -061 491 | 105167730 B6 345 387 46 -241 -061 563
105171710 B3 236 262 53 -78 -0.68 64.3 | 105177355 B6 379 423 47 -239 -057 464
105160656 B3 320 357 7.8 11 -06  56.7 | 105159638 B6 280 314 52 -87 -0.72 464
105179200 B3 266 298 7.1 0.1 -0.69 582 | 105170257 B6 278 311 66 -09 -0.64 412
105164363 B3 254 283 59 -21 -051 65.7 | 105161026 B6 357 39.2 45 -279 -06 495
105160655 B3 229 253 5.2 -6 -064 69 105156390 B6 354 393 46 -239 -0.65 46.6
105179201 B3 215 238 51 -7 -0.62 60.7 | 105162118 B6 164 182 69 -01 -045 39.6
105169546 B3 278 30.7 64 -1 -0.77 453 | 105161018 B6 236 259 69 -01 -0.74 423
105172721 B3 269 297 68 -05 -078 512
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